
           DEC Ref: B 1/2011 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Southern Bald Ibis Geronticus calvus – a species raised as a concern in connection 
with the proposed development. 
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Introduction 
Delta Environmental Consultants (DEC) were appointed by Bezuidenhoutshoek Farm (Pty) Ltd. 
to undertake an initial scoping to assess possible negative impacts on birds – specifically 
Southern Bald Ibis Geronticus calvus, and Verreaux’s Eagle Aquila verreauxii, potentially arising 
from the development of residential units on part of the property.  
 

A colony/ roost of Bald Ibis is situated in the Olifants River gorge to the north-east of the 
proposed development and concern was expressed that the proposed development would 
cause the birds to desert this site. Concern was also expressed that development on the site 
would also have a negative impact on the status of the pair of Verreaux’s Eagles which nest in 
the gorge upstream of the site. 
 

This initial scoping report is based on the findings of a survey visit on 25/6 July 2009, and on the 
proposed site layout supplied by the client.  

 
Findings 
The primary ornithological issue identified is the risk of disturbance during construction causing 
breeding failures or even desertions at the Southern Bald Ibis colony. This endemic species is 
listed as VULNERABLE in Barnes, K.N. (ed.) 2000, with an estimated population of < 10,000 
individuals. Key threats to the species’ future are given as the loss of favoured sour grassland 
habitat loss and disturbance/ human interference at nesting colonies.  
 

The Southern Bald Ibis colony/roost is situated within the primary Olifants River gorge just 
below the top of the eastern bank. It is located between +/- 800m and 900m north-east of the 
nearest proposed residential sites (see Figure 1 below). There is no line of sight between the 
colony and the proposed development and visual disturbance of roosting or nesting birds is 
therefore not considered to be a significant risk factor. Construction noise during development of 
the sites could disturb nesting birds and for this reason the timing of site clearing and unit 
construction is critical.   
 

 
 

  
Figure 1:  Location of the Bald Ibis colony/ roost in relation to the proposed development area 
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The pair of Verreaux’s Eagles which nest in the gorge upstream of the project site is regularly 
recorded hunting over the wooded ridgeline above the proposed project site. A healthy 
population of Rock Hyrax (Dassies) Procavia capensis exists on this ridge and it is likely to be 
an important foraging area for these raptors. The four proposed sites identified are all located 
below the secondary ridge line and are unlikely to suppress hyrax numbers or activity beyond 
the construction phase. The proposed location of the four units is also unlikely to prevent the 
eagles hunting over the upper ridge lines. 

 
Recommendations 
No data are available regarding the sensitivity of Southern Bald Ibis to anthropogenic noise and 
recommendations given below are therefore conservative. 
 

In Mpumalanga, Bald Ibises typically lay between July and October – with a peak between 
August and September. Actual laying dates may be affected by the timing of spring rains 
however and Bald Ibises will often delay nesting during dry periods.  
Incubation lasts between 27 and 31 days and young first fly at approximately 55 days old. 
 

To avoid breeding failures, or possibly even desertion of the colony, no construction activity 
should be undertaken within 500 meters of the nest colony. Outside of this buffer zone, high 
noise construction activities such as blasting, drilling, jack-hammering, etc. should not take 
place during the nesting season – i.e. the period between the start of nest-building/ 
refurbishment and the successful fledging and first flights of the young.  
 

From a long-term planning perspective, such activities such should therefore only be scheduled 
between February and the end of May each year. These activities should also only commence 
once any roosting birds have dispersed in the mornings, and stop before the ibises return in the 
evenings. 
Activities with a lower noise impact (such as brick-laying etc.) may however be scheduled 
throughout the year - provided noise levels are controlled. 
 
Note: The June to January ‘closed season’ above represents the outer limits of the Bald Ibis 
nesting cycle in Mpumalanga. The actual timing of nesting on Bezuidenhoutshoek is likely to 
fluctuate annually depending on rainfall and regular specialist monitoring of the colony is 
therefore essential to determine the timing of the onset of nest-building each year. This will then 
potentially allow a reduced ‘closed’ or restricted activity season in some cases. 
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